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REPORT OF SYLVESTER WELCH, ENGINEER. | M@king the present estimate less than 


(concluded from page 351.) 
Rail way Superstructure. 


The stone blocks ure all delivered upon the rail road, 
and nearly alldown. The timber used in the founda- 
tion of the rail way upon the embankments, and upon 
other parts of the road where stone blocks could not be 
obtained without great expense, in consequence of the 
want of roads, is nearly all delivered and laid down.— 
The cast iron chairs, the greatest part of which have 
been made at the founderies at Blairsville and Franks- 
town, are delivered, with the exception of a few tons, 
upon the rail road. The plate rails for the inclined 
planes and the rail way along the basins and the road 


crossings, are all delivered. About two thousand and | fer engines and machinery, 


sixty tons of edge rails have been delivered on the road: 
They are all laid, except a part of those which have re- 
cently come to hand. ‘There remains to make up the 
quantity required to complete the single track and the 
turn outs, one hundred and thirty-six tons; between 
forty-three and forty-four tons of these have been deliv- 
ered in Philadelphia. They will be nearly or quite 


sufficient to make out the single track without the turn | 


outs. If these rails are delivered without delay, the 


single track may be completed, so far that cars can pass | 
over it, in two weeks; but the ballasting, &c. cannot | 


be finished before the first of December. The time at 








the estimate of last year, $1,439 163 








The cause of the difference between the original es- 
timated cost;of the rail way superstructure, and the esti- 
mate of Nov. 1st, 1852, was explained in my report to 
the Board, of which it formed a part. 

The walls upon which the stationary engines and mas 
chinery are placed are completed. The sheds and 
houses for the protection of the engines and machinery 
at the head and foot of each inclined plane, are all near- 
ly finished, The dwelling houses for the engine tender 
and hands, are in progress,some of them are finished or 
very nearly so, and the others will probably be complet- 
ed before the setting in of winter. 

The present estimated cost of walls, houses and sheds, 
dwelling houses for en- 
gine tender, &c. hanging small sheaves upon the plans, 


Cc. is $61,016 41 
Estimated cost of stationary engines and 

machinery connected with them at the 

inclined planes, : 66,912 Sl 
Estimated cost of ropes for inclined 

planes including two extra ropes, and 
‘ worming for all the ropes 20,314 81 
Add for contingencies and incidental 

work 3,500 00 








$151,743 53 


which the turn outs can be completed, will depend en- | Estimated cost of engines and machine- 


tirely upon the delivery of the remainder of the rails; 
they can be laid in a few days after they arrive upon 
the rail road. 


The cost of the stone blocks provided 
for the single track, turn outs, &c., 
amounts to 


The estimated cost of the timber for 
rails, &c. upon the inclined platies, 
and for that used for a foundation for 
the rail way upon embankments, &c. 

_ including turn outs, amounts to 


he estimated cost of chairs, castings for 

turn outs, &c. made at the founderies 
at Blairsville and Frankstown, amount 
to 


The estimated cost of edge rails, plate 
rails, pins and wedges for edge rails, 
nails and splicing plates for plate rails, 
and chairs manufactured in Eng- 

_ land, 

The estimated cost of laying rail way 
superstructure, including all the labor 
required to complete the same, 
amounts; to 


46,872 06 


58,134 26 


192,644 00 


132,297 464 
$457,142 804 
3,000 00 








Add for contingencies, 





Estimated cost of rail way superstruc- 
_ ture, 


460,142 80 
Estimate reported Nov. Ist, 1832, : . 


461,581 97 





Vou. XV. 45 





$27,195 024 | 


ry, including houses and incidental 
work, 


$107,650 00 


| Excess of cost over estimate of last year, $44,093 53 


er 





When the estimates for steam engines and machiner 
were made last fall, no definite plan had been adopted. 

The common price of engines in Pittsburg, of the, 
power required, with an allowance for the expenses of 
transporting them to the inclined planes, was assumed 
as the cost of the engines. 


The machinery then proposed; was such as would bé 
adapted to an engine, with a single cylinder and fly 
wheel. When plans were presented for the considera- 
tion and adoption of the Canal Commissioners, they de- 
cided in favour of an engine with two cylinders and no 
fly wheel, and of machinery adapted to such an engine. 
Their decision coincided with my opinion, as I regard- 


| ed the fly wheel as the principal cause of accidents upon 


inclined planes, worked by stationary engines. The 
expense of these engines, and the machinery connected 
with them, exceeds that of single cylinder engines and 
the machinery adapted to them, about twenty-five per 
cent. 

The cast iron frames upon which the engines are 
placed, which have been substituted in lieu of frames 
of wood, and the water cylinder, for regulating the ve- 
locity of the descending cars, add considerably to the 
expenses of the engine and machinery. But they add 
also to the permanency of the engine, and the security 
of the descending cars. 

The ropes provided for the inclined planes are of va- 


—— | rious lengths, from three thousand six hundred and six- 
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teen, to six thousand six hundred and thirty-two feet, 
seven of them, including one extra rope, are each seven 
inches in circumference, and five including one extra 
rope, are each six and a fourth inches in circumference. 
The ropes are shroud laid; those of seven inches in cir- 


(Jong 
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have cylinders of thirteen inches in diameter, and the 
stroke or distance which the piston moves, is five feet. 
The number of revolutions required, to produce a velo- 
city for the ascending cars of four miles per hour, will 
be about fourteen, and with this number, when the en- 


éumference, contain each about four hundred and fifty | gine works under a pressure of steam of about seventy 
yarns, and those of six and a fourth inches in c'rcumfer- | pounds tothe inch. The power of the larger engines, 
ence, contain about three hundred and sixty yarns.— | computed in the common way, would be that of about 
Four of these ropes are made each in one piece; the | thirty-five horses; and the power of the smaller ones, 
others are made in pieces, and are to be spliced to- | that of about thirty horses. Butas the power of the 
gether. ‘Ihey are made, a part of them of Italian, and | engines depends upon the quantity of steam produced, 
a part of Russian hemp. /and the degree to which it is heated, they might, by 

The machinery for working the ropes is placed in a | increaging the quantity and elastic power of the steam, 
pit, under the rail way, at the head of the inclined | be made to do the work of forty, fifty, or sixty horses 
plane. The cast iron sheaves or wheels, that give mo- | exch, without injury to the engines. This would pro- 
tion to the rope, are placed, the one 914 feet, and the | duce a corresponding increase in the velocity of the as- 
other 874 feet from the head of the plane, or the point | cending cars, or admit ofan increase inthe load. Each 
where the road begins to descend. ‘These sheaves are | of the large engines have three cylindrical boilers, each 
8 feet in diameter, at the bottom of the groove, and 84 | thirty inches in diameter, and twenty feet long. Each of 
feet in diameter, at the extremity of the flanges; after | the smaller engines have three cylindrical boilers, thirty 
they are cast they are put into a lathe, and the grooves | inches in diameter, and eighteen feet long—all the 
turned out so as to fit the rope intended for each plane, | boilers are made of rolled iron, one fourth of an inch 








and to give both sheaves the same diameter. These 
sheaves are placed vertically, and revolve in opposite 
directions. The end of the shaft of each sheave oppo- 
site the engine which works it, has a cog-wheel four 


feet in diameter, strongly secured upon it. ‘The teeth | 
of these wheels work into each other, and regulate the | 


motion of the vertical sheaves. A cast iron sheave, 
nine feet seven inches in diameter, in the bot'om of the 


| thick. 
| The engines have no fly wheel; the second cylinder, 
which works a crank at right angles to the main crank, 
_and connected with it, supplies the place of a fly whee}, 
in regulating the motion of the machinery. With a fly 
wheel, if a car is thrown off the rail way, or if any de- 
| rangement takes place with the rope that will cause it 
| to stop, the machinery or the rope must break, before 


groove, is fixed on a moveable carriage between the ver- | the fly wheel can be stopped; and when this take place, 
tical wheels and the commencement of the descent of | all the cars upon the plane will run down, and be injured 


the plane. The groove in this sheave is also turned 
smooth and true, but it is longer than the repe. The 
moveable carriage may be drawn backwardsand forwards 
about fifteen feet, but it is intended generally to be 
kept at the end of the pit nearest to the inclined plane 
by a weight connected with it by achain. The weight is 
suspended ina well; the chain with which it is connected 
with the carriage passes over a small sheave at the top 
of the well, which allows it to ascend and descend as 
the carriage is drawn backward and forward. The short 
distance which this sheave and carriage is permitted to 
move, would not be a sufficient allowance for the con- 
traction and expansion of the rope, but the sheave at 
the foot of the plane, around which the rope passes, is 
also placed in a carriage fixed upon ways, and can be 
moved backwards and forwards upwards of fifty feet. 
The ascending side of the rope passes over and around 
one of the vertical sheaves; then through an opening in 
the wall that separates the pits, and around the large 
horizontal sheave; then back through another opening 
in the wall, and under and around the other vertical 
sheave; then downthe plane. The rope is pressed into 
a little more than one half of the groove of each vertical 
sheave. The groove at the bottom isa little smaller 
than the rope, so that when the rope is drawn into the 
groove, it is pressed by the sides andthe bottom. ‘The 
machinery is designed for two engines—one on each 
side of the rail road. 

_ Each vertical sheave has a cast iron shaft eight inches 
m diameter, to the end of which, the crank by which 
the engine communicates motion to the machinery is 
affixed. A second crank is connected by a short shaft, 
with this, which worksat rightangles to it. ‘Ihe shafis 
of the vertical sheaves are in two parts, so that by re- 
moving a coupling box, which is moved backwards and 
forwards by a lever, the sheaves may move when the 
engine is at rest, or the engine may be put in motion 
when the sheaves are at rest. 

The engines are of the high presspre kind; they have 
each two cylinders,the pistons of which work the cranks 
abovementioned. 

Those for inclined planes No. 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8, 
have cylinders of fourteen inches in diameter, and the 
stroke or distance which the piston moves, is five feet. 
The engines for inclined planes No. 2, 5, 9 and 10, 


or entirely destroyed. Without the fly wheel, the rope 
| is strong enough to stop the engine without danger of 
| being broken. 

Whenever the descending train of cars preponderates 
_in weight, over the ascending train, sufficiently to over- 
| come the resistance by friction of the machinery, rope, 
&c. or when there is no ascending train, the ccupling 
| boxes upon the shafts of the vertical wheels are thrown 
'back,by which the engine is disengaged,and the sheaves 
and rope are put in motion, by the gravity of the de- 
scend:ing load. ‘The velocity of the descending train of 
cars, is regulated in the following manner. A cylinder 
fuurteen inclres in diameter and about six feet long, with 
a small air vessel upon each end, and a pipe upon one 
side, is placed upon a cast iron frame, secured to the 
| walls, between the engine and the large sheaves. The 
| cylinder is filled with water, and the piston which works 

in the same manner as the piston of a steam cylinder, 
and which is connected by geering with the shafts of 
the vertical sheaves, drives the water backwards and 
|forwards through the side pipe. In the centre of the 
| side pipe, a sliding valve is fixed, by which the engine 
|tender can regulate the size of the aperture through 
which the water must pass, and by this regulate the 
velocity of the cars. When the vertical or working 
sheaves are driven by the engine, the machinery con- 
nected with the water cylinder is disengaged from the 
other machinery by the aid of a clutch. When the in- 
clined plane is used as a self acting plane, the train of 
cars are stopped, when they arrive at the head or foot 
of the plane by a friction wheel fixed upon the shaft, 
| by which the water cylinder is worked. When the ma- 
chinery is worked by the engine, the cars are stopped 
by letting steam into the end of the cylinder, towards 
| which the piston is moving. 
| The rail way at Hollidaysburg, and at Conemaugh, 
(Johnstown) passes along parallel with the side of the 








basins, and distant from them one hundred feet. The 
space between the rail way and the basin is to be form- 
ed into slips and piers. ‘The former will be eighty feet 
deep, or they will extend from the basin towards the 
rail way eighty feet, and thirty-one feet wide. The 
pier between every two slips will be about fifty-six feet 
wide, and will extend from the rail way to the basin. — 
A branch tail way is to be laid along the Side of each 
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slip, on the pier. They will be connected with the 
main rail way by turning platforms. Two boats can | 
load and unload in each slip, each one upon the pier | 





along side of which it lies. The cars when receiving | 


and discharging their load, will stand upon the branch 
rail ways, along side of the boats, and the load will be 
transferred from the cars to the boats, or visa versa, with 
the aid of cranes. Most of the piers owned by indivi- 
duals will have ware houses upon them. The cranes | 
can be so arranged, asto place Ivading from either cars 
or boats into the doors of the ware houses. Several of | 
the slips both at Conemaugh and at Hollidaysburg, are | 
already constructed, and two or three ware houses are | 
built at each place. 

At Conemangh, the Commonwealth have at the end | 
of the basin, and between it and the rail road, a piece 
of ground one hundred feet long. The pier and slips 
are constructed and ready for use, except the branch 
rail way, which is not yet laid down. ‘The end of a 
street of the town lies along side of one of the slips, 
this is used as a landing place, which makes the ground 
occupied by the Commonwealth, equal in length to one 
hundred and fifty feet. At the other end of the basin, 
and between it and the rail road, there is appropriated 
to the use of the Commonwealth, a piece of ground two 
hundred feet in length, but no inprovements have as 
yet been made upon it. At Hollidaysburg, there is of 
the ground between the basin and rail way, one hun- 
dred and fifty feet at one end, and two hundred feet at 
the other end, appropriated to the use of the Common- 
wealth. 

The slip and piers authorized by the Board to be 
made upon the first mentioned of these lots, can be 
constructed while the water is out of the canal during 
the winter. Noimprovcments have been authorized to 
be made upon the other. 

The amount of tonnage that will be conveyed over | 
the Portage ra‘l road during the transporting season | 
of 1834, from Hollidaysburg to Conemaugh, will prob- | 
ably exceed the amount that will be carried in the op- 
posite direction. I have, however, no information in 
my possession from which an estimate that would ap- 
proximate to truth, could be made of either. 

As soon as this rail road is opened for public use, the 
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inclined planes, will be nearly the same, whether the 
number of tons carried over the rail road be fifty or 
one hundred thousand. ‘The same number of men will 
be required in both cases to take care of the engine and 
machinery, and to manage the cars. The quantity of 
fuel consumed will not be more than one fourth great- 
er to produce power for raising the larger quantity. — 
With the smaller quantity the fire must be constantly 
kept up, in order to be ready at all times to put the 
engine in motion, Ropes suffer more from exposure 
to the weather than from wear. The latter would be 
nearly in proportion to the number of tons transported. 
But a rope cannot be considered safe to work upon the 
inclined planes, more than one season, and it is believ- 
ed that one will sustain the wear which takes place in 
the transit of one hundred thousand tons. When the 
trade increases to an amount equal to three or four 
hundred thousand tons per annum, then the expense 
for ropes, oil, and wear of machinery will be nearly in 
proportion to the number of tons transported, 


The average expense of the engines, machinery, 
ropes, &c. at each inclined plane, for the ensuing sea- 
son, will be as follows: 


Coal, 60 bushels per day, 276 days— 








16,560 bushels, at 4 cents, $662 40 
Oil at 25 cents per day, 276 days, 69 00 
Engine tender, at $1 50 per day, [65 days, 547 50 
Two men at 75 cents per day, 276 days, 414 00 
One man at 75 cents per day, 365 days, 273 75 
Wear, &c,. equal to one new rope, mean 

length, 1,600 00 

3,566 65 

Add for incidental expenses, 600 00 
: 4,166 65 

Number of inclined planes, 10 
$41,666 50 


If thirty thousand tons of merchandize, &c, be as- 
sumed as the amount to be carried westward; twenty 
thousand tons of produce, &c. as the amount to be car- 


cost of transporting merchandise from Philadelphia to | pied eastward; the proportion of the load to the car to 
Pittsburg, will probably be reduced to less than twen- | be as 6 to 2 3-10; and the number of working days 240, 
ty dollars per ton; and the price of transporting pro- | Jeaving thirty-six days of the time assumed for the sea- 
duce from Pittsburg to Philadelphia will be reduced to! son in which no labour will be done; then the number 
twelve or thirteen dollars per ton. _ of pounds to be carried westward each day, including 

The cost of transporting merchandize during the pre- | the weight of the cars, will be 345,833, equal 1723 
sent season, from Hollidaysburg to Blairsville, a dis- | tons of 2,000 pounds nearly; and the number to be car- 
tance of about fifty-three miles, is from twelve to six- | ried eastward will be, including the cars, 262,500, or 
teen dollars per ton. ; : : | 1314 tons of 2,000 pounds. 

The expense of transporting merchandize by rail| If the power of a horse, when travelling at the rate 
road and canal from Hollidaysburg to Blairsville, will | of three miles per hour, for six and two-thirds hours 
not exceed four dollars per ton, and this sune includes | per day, or less, (this being his whole day’s work) is 
a toll upon the rail road one half greater than that up- | assumed to be 112 pounds, then it will require, to con- 
on the canal. The inconvenience heretofore resulting | yey the above amount of tonnage, at the rate of three 
from delay, will be entirely obviated; and the chances | miles per hour, over the levels between the inclined 
of injury by the weather to merchandize, willbe great-' planes, and between these and the basins, 76 horses 
ly reduced, and will be far less than when transported ; and 35 men. ~The horses are supposed to remain upon 
inroad wagons. There will also be a reduction in the | the levels where they are placed, and to make regular 
time required for conveyance. If the Schuylkill and | trips backwards and forwards, from one plane to the 
Union canals constitute a part of the line of communi- | other, except on the level between planes No. 1 and 


cation, ten days is an ample allowance of time to carry | 9, where their trips should be divided into distances of 
a load from Philadelphia to Pittsburg; but if the Phila- | about 64 miles. 


delphia and Columbia rail road is substituted, the time 
will be reduced to about eight or nine days—with the 
advantage of this reduction in expense and time, a con- 
siderable portion of the trade which now passes through 








The cost of men and horses, which would constitute 
the moving power upon the levels, would be as follow- 
lows: 


other channels, will be transferred to the Pennsylvania 


Thirty-five men employed as drivers, &c. 








canal, ‘This change will probably be gradual, except |, at 75 cents perday, 276 days, $72,244 50 

so far as it relates to the turnpike roads through Penn- | Seventy-six horses employed to draw cars, 

sylvania. at 50 cents per day, 276 days, 10,488 00 
From these the transportation will probably be trans- oc 

ferred immediately to canals and rail roads. Cost of moving power upon levels, $18,732 50 
The annual expense of the stationary engines at the | Expense of stationary engines, 41,666 50 
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Expense of moving power to convey 
30,000 tons westward and 20,000 tons 
eastward, making 50,000 tons, 60,398 00 
If the number of tons be doubled, or assumed to be 

100,000, the expense of moving power wili be: 

Engine and machinery, about $42,000 

For men, horses, &c. upon levels, 37,465 





$79,465 











As soon asa double track is completed, locomotive 
engines ought to be substituted for horses, as the mo- 
tive power, on three of the levels, viz: from Hollidays- 
burg to inclined plane No, 10, 374-100 miles, from in- 
clined plane No 2to 1, 13 6-100 miles, and from in- 
clined plane No, 1 to the basin at Conemaugh, 4 13-100 
miles, making in all 20 93-100 miles. The other le- 
vels are short and better adapted to the use of horses 
than locomotive engines. 


ESTIMATED COST OF THE PORTAGE RAIL 
ROAD, 
Grading and Work done under Contracts. 
For Grading, 472,162 594 


Viaducts, 79,755 81 
Bridge, 2,327 44 
_ Culverts, 34,319 S93 








Cost of grading and masonry, 
Cost of Stone blocks, 
. Timber, 
Chairs and other cast- 
ings, American, 
Rails and other Eng- 
ish iron, 192,644 00 
Laying rail way, &c. 132,297 464 
Contingencies and in- 
cidental work, 


$588,565 24 
27,195 02} 
46,872 06 


58,134 26 


3,000 00 








Estimated cost of rail way superstructure, 400,142 802 
Walls, houses, sheds, &c. for 


engines, 61,016 41 
Stationary engines and ma- 
chinery, 66,912 31 


Ropes for inclined planes, in- 


cluding two extra ropes, 20,314 81 
Contingencies and incidental 
work, 3,500 00 





Estimated cost of engines, 
machinery,and houses and 


sheds connected with them, $151,743 53 


— 





Estimated cost of single track, includ- 
ing double track on planes and at turn- 
outs, exclusive of office expenses 
and pay of officers, 

Estimated cost of second track, includ- 
ing a second set of engines for all 
the planes, 


1,200,451 573 


325,577 85 





Estimated eost when completed with a 
double track, with two engines and 
the requisite machinery at each in- 
clined plane, exclusive of office ex- 


penses and officer’s pay, $1,526,029 423 











The estimate made in November last of the cost of the 
first track of rail way superstructure, including the two 
tracks on the inclined planes, and at the turn-outs thep 
proposed to be laid down, appears to corresp@nd very 
nearly with the present estimate, which includes 
about three-fourths of a mile more of the second track 
than was included in the estimate of last year. This 
will reduce the length of the second track, yet to be 
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laid. Butasan advance in the price of iron has taken 
place, no reduction is made in the estimate of last year, 
for this track. Five hundred dollars a piece is added 
to the estimated cost of the second set of engines. 

The transportation, if so regulated, as to require 
cars to pass at fixed periods from one turnout to ano- 
ther, or to give some signal by sound or otherwise, 
when a train passes, one can be carried on next season, 
and perhaps the following one, without serious incon- 
venience. But when the trade increases toa large 
amount, the use of the single track will be exceed- 
ingly inconvenient, and would notin my opinion, be 


made to accommodate that which will pass over the 
rail road, 


The second track would give facilities for transport- 
ing passengers, as well as merchandize and produce.— 
With the single track the necessary delays would ren- 
der the road entirely unfit for the conveyance of pas- 
sengers, and the time required to convey merchan- 
dize, &c, over the rail road would be at least one-third 
greater. The road being graded and the facilities of 
transportation very great, it will require not more than 
two or three months to lay it down, after the iron is 
delivered, Stone blocks, &c. can now be obtained 
with great facility, and might be procured before the 
iron arrives, 

It will be necessary to employ a number of men up- 
on the rail way, to keep it in repair after it is taken 
from the hands of the contractors. It will require a 
good deal of labour for a year or two, to keep the 
ditches clear, along the sides of hills where long slopes 
have been recently cut, and on embankments, which 
will probably settle considerably, the rail way must be 
raised and kept in order. Where stone blocks are 
laid, the road will require but little repair, except to 
keep the ditches clean, and this will be the case where 
the timber road is laid upon a solid foundation, The 
estimated amount required for making repairs, &c. on 
the rail road, exclusive of the expenses at the inclined 
planes mentioned above, will be $14,500 00, 


The annual expense of repairs after the next season, 
will probably be reduced below the above amount; 
the embankments will have become settled, and it will 


require less labor to keep the road inrepair upon them, 
than in other places. 


The arrangement of the engineer corps is the same 
as that of last year, viz: The line is divided equally 
between Messrs. W. Milnor Roberts, and Solomon W. 
Roberts, principal assistant engineers, the former as- 
sisted by James E. Day and Curtis Dixon, as sub-as- 
sistants, and Nathan M’Dowell, and J. Moyland Fox as 
targetmen; and the latter by Thomas Gorton and Tho- 
mas I. Power, as sub-assistants, and John Anderson 
and E, Ross Riddle as targetmen, There are eight 
chainmen and axemen, 


The contruction of the steam engines and machinery 
for the inclined planes, is superintended by Mr. Ed- 
ward Miller, principal assistant engineer. Mr. Samuel 
Kennedy, sub-assistant engineer, is the only officer of 


the engineer corps employed upon the Western di- 
vision of the canal. 


I stated in my report of November Ist, 1852, that if 
the rails were delivered in Philadelphia in time to reach 
Huntingdon before the closing of the canal, a single 
track could be finished in July. 


Information had been received, that nearly all the 
rails were manufactured, and that several cargoes 
had been shipped at Bristol, England, in Septem- 
ber, for Philadelphia. Disasters at sea, and per- 
haps in some cases, improper management on the part 
of the agents of the importers, delayed their arrival.— 
The several cargoes of edge rails, were landed and 


delivered to the Commonwealth’s agent, in Philadel- 
phia, as follows: 
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Names of vessels. Date. Tons, fSeasan we perceive Pn - orts ms ee 
to dispossess a portion of our fellow citizens from the 
Fame, Oct. te 1832 = = ; = asian of the free and equal rights of the advan- 
Emerald, Bow. a 1833 373 3 3 19 | tages tobe gained by the improvements thus made, by 
Allicia, ti 93 ec? “78 13 0 10 | &king from the laboring man, who bares his share of 
Augusta, s a 99 : 292 8 Q 97 | taxation for these improvements, and giving to the 
Omego, eae 6 93 3 1 4 {man of property all the benefits resulting therefrom, 
Virginia, = Q7, « 149 17 0 99 | thus drawing a line of distinction, which we do most 
CHEER, M — 3 14 14 2 16 assuredly deprecate; we cannot see any just and solid 
a wick. J tod 98 ‘ 115 17 1 194 reason why the citizen with his horse, cart, dray, wag- 
a rn — 98. ¢ 65 11 2 19)8onor barrow, should not participate in the benefits 
i all of! Penal. inhi . of these improvements, as well as the merchant, whose 
a Sept. 9, § 43 18 1 24 business and profits are increased in consequence 
’ _ , ‘ 

United States, e345, : ‘i. 33.4 eee ae rs 
North Star “© 43, § 3 23 11 Whereas, we have perceived a communication to 
Wm. Brown, Oct. 25, § 43 31 0 Councils, signed by Thomas P. Cope, as Chairman, 


purporting to be a report of a committee appointed by 
the Select and Common Council, as wellas a report of 
the minority of said committee, accompanied by a com- 
munication from W. Strickland, Esq. the object of 
which is to impress Councils with the necessity of lay- 
ing a double track rail way along Market street to 
Third; from thence tothe Delaware, destroying our 
market houses, (the pride of our city,) an innovation 
which we sincerely deprecate; for it cannot be presum- 
ed that rail roads can be so constructed as to traverse 


In addition to the above, there is about 93 tons of 
edge rails not yet delivered in Philadelphia. It re. 
quires between two and three weeks, and sometimes 
longer, to deliver the iron on the road after it is re- 
ceived by the Commonwealth, when the canal is open 
and in good order. 

The grading, if the rails had been ready to lay down, 
might have been finished in August. The expense, 
however, would have been increased, by the necessity 


of paying higher prices for two or three of the sections, 
as the contractors would have abandoned them, if they 
had been required to provide fora very large force. — 
The steam engines and machinery could not have been 
furnished and put up, by any effort of the contractors, 
before the last of October. But if the rail road had 
been laid down, the planes could have been worked 
by horse power, till the engines were ready for opera- 
tion, 

Ifthe rails fur the turn-outs do not arrive in season 
to be taken on to the rail road before the closing up of 
the canal, wood rails may be laid that will serve as a 
substitute for the iron rails, until the latter can be ob- 
tained, [tis intended to put the ropes upon the in- 
clined planes, as fast as the engines are prepared for 
running. Two of them are nearly ready, and the others 
are all being put up. It is desirable that the ropes may 
be used as much as possible this season, in order that 
they may be in a condition to be wormed during the 
winter. 

If the canals do not close till late in December, iron, 
&c. to a considerable amount, may be carried over the 
rail road this fall. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
SYLVESTER WELCH, 
Engineer. 
November Ist, 1833. 





THE OLD MARKET. > 


At a large and respectable meeting of the citizens of 
Philadelphia, opposed to the wild and visionary scheme 
of destroying the market houses in Market street, for 
the purpose of making a rail road along the same, held 
at the Mansion House, corner of Eleventh and Market 
street, on Wednesday evening, May 27th, JACOB S. 
WALN, Esq. was appointed President, Lewis ‘Taylor, 
and Joseph Lukens, Vice Presidents, and William H. 
Davis, Secretary, 

The following preamble and resolutions were on mo- 
tion, resolved, 

Whereas, we congratulate our fellow citizens upon 
the great improvements made and now being made by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as well as by the 
different companies recently incorporated by the Le- 
gislature of this State, by which means facilities will 


be afforded to all persons, in transporting goods to eve- 


ry section of our country; and we rejoice the more, 
that all these improvements have been, and are now 
being made, without any partial taxation and without 
infringing upon the rights of any citizen; and 














through every street, so that cars can be loaded and 
unloaded before every man’s premises. Viewing the 
subject as connected with the vital interests of our city, 
as well as its citizens, we can see no*possible reason 
why the citizens should be burthened with this immense 
expenditure, while there exists no inconvenience in the 
present location of the rail road in Broad street—on 
the other hand, great inconvenience, danger and evil 
effects, must be experienced in a rail road passing 
through our thickly populated streets—therefore 


Resolved, That we heartily disapprove of the man- 


ner in which the committee of citizens was appointed, 
being taken from among men immediately interested 
in the project, and not from among practical and ex- 
perienced men in the business. 


Resolved, That we approve of the present location 


and termination of the rail road in Broad street, there 
being sufficient accommodations for all the rail road pur- 
poses, as well as abundance of vacant ground for the 
erection of depots. 


Resolved, That in the present location of the rail 


road in Broad Street, we see the interest of the carter, 
drayman and porter blended with that of the opulent 


merchant and the enterprising mechanic—whilst the 
merchant is making sales of his merchandize, the 
others convey it to the depots, and the mechanic by 
the improvements made in the western part of our 
city. 

‘neiatoud That inasmuch as our city is now im. 
mensely in debt, we cannot see the propriety of in- 
creasing the same to the extent ofa million and a half 
of dollars to satisfy the avarice of a few individuals 
owning property in the eastern part of the city. 

Resolved, That the efforts now making to induce 
Councils to destroy our market houses, would be at- 
tended with great inconvenience to our citizens, and 
prove a serious innovation upon the rights of the farm- 
er and others attending our market. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of practical and expe- 
rienced men, rail roads have a tendency to depreciate 
the value of property on its route, while it increases it 
at its termination. Videthe report of the minority and 
opinion of Wm. Strickland, Esq. 

Resolved, That the pittance to be gained from the 
porterage of goods to Broad street is but a secondary 
consideration, compared to the danger of having a rail 
road through our streets. 

Resolved, That copies of the foregoing preamble and 
resolutions, signed by the officers of this meeting, be 
laid before the Select and Common Council, with a re- 
quest that they submit the further consideration of the 
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subject to a vote of the citizens at the next October 
election. 

On motion, Resolved, That in consequence of the 
crowded state of the room, a committee of ten be ap- 
pointed to make arrangements preparatory to the call. 
ing of a general town meeting of the citizens of Phila- 
delphia, opposed to the removal of the market houses 
on Market street, and a rail road down the same, to be 
held in Independence Square, oa Wednesday after- 
noon, June 3d, at 5 o’clock. 

On motion, Resolved, That the communication re- 
ceived from a Silent Observer, be published. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
published in the daily papers of the city. 

; JACOB S. WALN, President. 


Lewis Tarcor, g Vice Presidents. 
Jos. Lukens, 


Wm. H. Davis, Secretary. 





To the Chairman of the meeting of Citizens, opposed to 
the removal of the Market Houses from High Street. 


Sir:—As it is out of my power to attend the meet- 
ing this evening, | consider it is my duty to forward a 
sketch of my views to you on this momentous sub- 
ject. [am not accustomed to take any part or active 
interest in the various public meetings which assemble 
from time to time, to discuss the expediency or inexpe- 
dience of public messures: but I cannot remain indif- 
ferent when measures are contemplated which cannot 
be deemed less than moral treason against the many 
for the benefit of a comparatively small number, for the 
following reasons:— 

Jst—The Philadelphia Market is the boast of the 
world, and for general convenience is unsurpassed, 


THE ALLEGHENY ARSENAL. 
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| 4th.—It is unjust to tax the many for the benefit of 
| the few, especially when those who are to be benefit- 
ted are the very persons who are best able to bear the 
burden, (owners of real estate and wholesale traders. ) 
The measure is unjust and oppressive because the ma- 
jority of property holders will not be benefitted by it. 
It is oppressive because the poor in common with the 
rich, will have to pay more for produce, with a dimin- 
ished assortment, and greater consumption of time in 
procuring it. 

5th.—If the burden must be borne, it would be bet- 
ter for Councils to make an estimate of the cost of pul- 
ling down the markets, purchasing ground and erect- 
ing new ones, &c. and spending the whole sum in erect- 
ing stores in Broad street, for the accommodation of 
trade, or by raising markets in High street, high enough 
to allow of a rail road to pass under them. 

I may observe that [am not a holder of real estate, 
and have no special interests at stake. I had intended 
' to transcribe this, but the hour of meeting having ar- 

rived, I must send it as it is, or failto do my duty when 
such an important interest is at stake. 
| P.S.—Have not the farmersa right to sell produce 
in High street, that cannot be taken away from them? 
‘‘A SILENT OBSERVER,” 





THE ALLEGHENY ARSENAL. 


Pennsylvania can boast of having within her Territo- 
ries one of the finest arsenals in the Union; probably for 
neatness and symmetrical arrangement, the handsomest 
in the world, I mean that extensive military establish- 
ment recently named after the beautiful river ‘Alleghe- 
ny,’ and more extensively known as the United States 

| Arsenal near Pittsburgh. This ordnance depot occu- 


which results mainly froin the market forming one con-| pies a plot of ground containing thirty-one acres one 
tinuous line in the middle of the city, and equally con- | rod thirty:three perches, and one hundred and thirty- 
venient of access by those residing north or south of it, _ two feet from the river above mentioned, to the Phila- 
and from its great extent east and west, equally near | delphia turnpike road, and entirely surrounded by a 
te the ee the eastern —aves ect ren me built wall. The order in which the 
the city. From the great extent of the market results | ground is divided is as follows: 
the unlimited assortment so easily accessible by the; 1st. The lower park, comprising a military store, 
citizens at large, who when in the market have only to | built of free stone, three stories high, two carriage 
travel a short distance east or west to obtain all that houses and three timber sheds, with brick pilasters; a 
a can _— — ae markets, ra wee river sso eebant poser stone, aoe one thousand 
advantages are lost. Competition among the sellers of | seven hundred and twenty perches. 
produce will be destroyed in a great measure, and we! 2d. The arsenal yard, a square with the following 
shall have to pay higher prices for inferior articles. — buildings: The main arsenal or magazine of arms, three 
= markets ot - ee to eee ~ — ——e aug or tn co ener and 
while one market may contain a superabundance of | twenty feet by forty; upon the second floor the arms 
one article it will probably be ill supplied with many are arranged in racks, and present to the ‘coup d’cil mi- 
i ew the ro oe be — to) ee a _— sight, it ~ in es a military _—— 
take what they can get, or travel from one extremity | Ilere are eposited the relics of former time; revolu- 
of the city to the other, and for their pains pay 25 per | tionary trophies, taken at Saratoga, Yorktown, and St. 
cent. more for their marketing than they now do. | John, present themselves at the entrance, and remind 
ee res - oe “os cm the A sl vd ee ree and = 
rived facilities for trade that its advocates wish to se- | worthies of past days. the end of the room may be 
cure, In twenty years we may calculate that the trade | seen a little mortar, with the marks of U. S. Philadel- 
of this city will be doubled, and Market street will not | phia, 1793,an intimate friend of ‘old Mad Anthony’ and 
have room in its whole extent to transact the business | a most destructive enemy to the aborigines. The total 
required: then some other wild scheme must be re-} number of small arms fall not short of seventy-seven 
— ” aor meeeee or a — a ene The other ee are: ee: — 
riven to do then, what they ought to do forthwith, | barracks; armory, smithery, carriage shop, machine 
viz:—to remove their stores into Broad street, where shop with an engine of twelve horse power, paint shops, 
oe se — is oe ames — aa . _— = brass ere eee 
imited in its extent and every way better calculated | and officers. e last named buildings are of brick, 
for an immense wholesale business than Market street, | with shingle roots. The yard, with its gravel pathways 
and far preferable so far as concerns the vast and in- | and locust trees, is not unlike the garden of the Tuile- 
creasing trade of the Schuylkilland the interior. _| ries in miniature. In the centre is a cistern or reservoir, 
3d.—The projected scheme, if carried into effect will | intended with the fire engine, to convey water to any 


put a stop to the improvements in the western part of | part of the fabric. 
the city, and probably retard them longer than can now | 
be anticipated, which must rapidly improve if trade is 
allowed to take its proper and natural course along 
Broad street, thereby distributing the various kinds of 





3d. The front park presents in view the outside of 
the main arsenal, with the right and left wings of the 
commandant’s and subalterns’ quarters, and is chiefly 
designed as a grove, to add to the appearance of the 


business throughout the city instead of confining it taj ‘tout ensemble,’ This park is enclosed with iron rail- 
particular sections. ings, similar to those around or in front of the Presi- 
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dent’s House, at Washington. After crossing the But- {| municated by Mr. Vaux, Mr. Livingston, Dr. Bache, 
ler road, it leads us, 4th, into the upper park, surround- Mr. Sergeant, and other gentlemen. I remember with 
ed, likewise, with a permanent wall of stone. In its | infinite satisfaction the opportunity which was politely 
inclosure are the public stables, (of brick,) three small afforded me of visiting the State Prison, under your im- 
frame buildings, separated about eighty yards from each | mediate guardianship. It is with great pleasure I can 
other, denominated as the composition, drawing, and | bear testimony of the admirable management adopted 
preparation rooms, are seen from the road. Abouttwo/} in every Department of that Institution. Its healthy 
hundred yards in the rear of these buildings is the ma- and elevated site. Its beautiful architectural propor- 
gazine of powder, designed to contain (environs) one | tions; the rigid attention paid to the means of preserv- 
thousand three carer — ~ rage ores rs the on of _ eee ne arena ventila- 
nery is not surpasse any west of the Allegheny | tion, pure water, and wholesome diet constitute it in 
me A aia os eae, . eae and fruitful, my opinion the best regulated and most complete es- 
The Allegheny Arsenal was commenced in 1814. | tablishment in the world. The favourable impression 
The site selected and - re of works | made re 7 oe ee _ ac poe aR rap can 
erected by Majors Woully an ade, late of the army. | never be effaced, and I wish most ardently that the ex- 
The atudie of aaditiunauaeentes filling up an ex- | ample of Pennsylvania may be followed by every State 
tensive ravine, building timber sheds, &c., a of the ee in — a solitary imprison- 
alls, &c., were finished under the superintendence | ment, and manual labour. The advantages to be de- 
of the eoniee captain of the present ordnance corps. rived from it are of such importance that none but the 
There are at present stationed at ce post - _— eo ree an ane oe —— to it. 
jor, two Lieutenants, one storekeeper, thirty-five | in awarding justice, we have nothing to fear from gen- 
po ordnance men, and fourteen citizens employed | tlemen of honor and science, as it is to be presumed 
as mechanics. As an arsenal of the first class, the situa- | their opinions would be founded on correct principles. 
tion of the country offers every facility, both as regards | From men of impartial and liberal sentiments we have 
the commodities and the mechanical operations; and | aright to expect a fa'r and candid decision, but from 
there is not probably a site which would present more | the capriciogs and capiious who too often view every 
favorable results as an ordnance depot, than the one so | object through the most jaundiced and distorted vision 
judiciously sclected by the gentlemen whose names are | we look for nothing but vulgar and glaring misre presen- 
above quoted.—Military and Navul Magazine for May, | tations. : 
1835. I have recently read with great interest and satisfae- 
tion, the work of Messieurs De Beaumont and De 
VSS | Tocqueville ‘‘on the Penitentiary system in the United 
LETTERS ON THE PENNSYLVANIA SYSTEM States.” These gentlemen have done justice to the 
OF SOLITARY IMPRISONMENT. | subject, and their pages are divested of those illiberal 
3 | and erroneous remarks which so often disgrace modern 
To Mr. Samuel Wood. | travellers. You have no doubt perused with attention 
January, 1834. _| their useful Book, and must admit the correctness of this 
My dear Sir,—I am induced from a knowledge of observation “that in the Philadelphia Penitentiary, the 
your goodness and readiness to impart all the useful in- | moral situation in which the convicts are placed is emi- 
formation ycu possess on the subject of the Prison sys- ' nently calculated to facilitate their regeneration.” We 
tem, to put your patience to the trial, by requesting | must also fully concur in the truth of the following re- 
zo i. penne me hays Aanere seominntn a ae — is the ene meen of the wicked apes 
than I have been able to co ro arious Publica: | each other, that one finished rogue in a prison suffices 
tions of the result of the experiment which has been | asa model for all who see and ca. him - fashion their 
made on the system of solitary confinement in your | Vices and immorality upon his. It is evident that alt 
State. : { moral contagion among the imprisoned, is impossible, 
Pennsylvania has had the honour of first introducing | where thick walls separate the Prisoners day and night. 
a practical exemplification of the great Howard’s Plan, | The new Penitentiaries in which this contagious influ- 
but on an improved scale. The benevolent efforts | ence is avoided, have therefore gained a signal advan- 
made by some of her estimable sons to reform her penal | tage; and as long as that prison has not yet been found 
code ard Prison Discipline, I trust will be attended with | whose discipline is completely regenerating in its effects, 
the success they merit, and I sincerely hope they will | perhaps we may be permitted to say that the best Pri- 
gain a signal triumph over the errors and prejudices of | son is that which does not corrupt.” I was greatly stur- 
the enemies of the system, and prove how unfounded | prised to find it stated by the authors of this work that 
have been their predictions of its failure. Monarchs | they saw two Insane convicts in the Prison. I should 
and military heroes claim for themselves immortal hon- | suppose they must have been admitted in that state 
our in having achieved the conquest of a Territory or! while laboring under temporary derangement. Much 
a Fortress at the expense of much treasure, and the | has been written on the subject of Penal Jurisprudence, 
— of many a ya tng woe and various are the opinions as to the best and most ef- 
y the quantity of human blood, which is shed in ac- | fectual mode of diminishing crime, and reforming the 
complishing their ambitious projects; far otherwise with | criminal. Some writers are advccates of the ions 
the country of Penn, her ambition is of a purer and | system of discipline, others are in favor of the penal 
more exalted sae she = a — — - | code of England, ae — often hurries the wretched 
ject, atriumph over vice, and by applying the mild | convict into eternity for offences which are not of suffi- 
precepts of the Christian religion towards perfecting | cient magnitude a enormity to justify the ignomini- 
her Institutions, to lay the foundation of future great-| ous punishment of death by the gallows. You may re- 
ness and prosperity. ‘What can be more gratifying | member to have read among the works of Dr. Franklin, 
to the virtuous mind of man than a consciousness in | some very sensible remarks and severe strictures on the 
having succeeded in soothing the sorrows of the afflict- | English criminal Laws, in a letter addressed to Benja- 
ed and rescuing the convict from ignominy, and restor-| min H. Vaughan, Esq. dated March 14, 1785—that 
ing him to the world as a reformed and useful member great and good man has declared in the most positive 
of the community, terms his abhorrence of the rigour of those Laws, and 
Your experience, well known humanity, and practi- expresses his opinion, ‘‘that in all cases, on the eternal 
cal knowledge of the system of solitary confinement, | principle of justice and equity, punishments should be 
give you a strong claim to the gratitude and confidence | proportioned to offences.” 
of your fellow citizens, and must fully qualify you to| I cannot conceive that a more judicious and efficient 
add to the stock of valuable information already com- | mode of punishment could be adopted than solitary im- 
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prisonment onthe Pennsylvania plan’ I am aware of j atrocious acts of rapine and murder, to their boisterous 


the attempts which have been made to attach odium 
to it; perfect unanimity of opinion, however, is seldom 
to be expected, and men are too easily led astray by 
prejudice, ignorance, and caprice—without experiment 
and research, truth cannot be fairly developed, and the 
more narrowly we investigate, the nearer we approach 
to it. In the figurative language of a respectable wri- 
ter “The Sun illuminates the Hills, whilst it is below 
the horizon, and truth is discovered by the highest 
minds only, a little before it becomes manifest to the 
multitude;” thus, men of great intellectual worth are 
enabled by well directed efforts to propagate doctrines 
which have a tendency to enlighten and improve the 
mind, and by gradual and certain progress to reform 
and benefit the human race. We are told that Bias, 
one of the Sages of Greece regarded the greater part of 
mankind as bad, but admitting that only a fourth are so, 
it must not then surprise us if prisons are increased in 
large and populous cities, where crime is constantly ac- 
cumulating with luxury, and misery appears in all its 
horrors, 

If criminals are not radically vicious, and are not so 
depraved as to be beyond the control of the Law, it 
must therefore be reasonable to suppose that of all the 
modes of punishment which have hitherto been tried, 
solitary confinement promises to be most conducive to 
the moral welfare of the prisoner, and the good of the 
State. It is much to be regretted that the great and 
distinguished name of Roscoe* has been found among 
the enemies of this system, the real merits of which 
could be little understood when it was denounced as 
cruei and tyrannical, and compared to the Bastile. 

The Pennslvania system has been founded in a spirit 
of philanthrophy and justice,—whereas the Bastile was 
instituted by an act of tyranny, and the voice of a ty- 
rant could command an innocem subject to be incarce- 
rated within the walls of a gloomy dungeon, without a 
trial, and with no other process than a Lettre de cachet, 
and because “Le Roile veut” (the King wills it) I thank 
God, that for the honor of mankind, and the cause of 
humanity, this monument of Despotism has long since 
ceased to disgrace the French nation. 

No fetters and whips, or other instruments of torture 
are tolerated within the walls of the Eastern State Pri- 
son. Justice is here tempered by mercy, and the 
prisoner has full time to reflect on his past misdeeds, 


mirth and vulgar jests, or be subjected to the ferocious 
looks and unbridled fury of such monsters, amidst the 
clanking of chains, the imprecations, and licentious jar- 
gon of the most unrelenting villains, The advantages 
| of solitary imprisonment are obvious, and the happy in- 
fluence exercised by it over the mind of the convict, 
| cannot be too highly appreciated, and it yet remains for 
_ you to ascertain how much it can be improved, and to 
what extent it may be successfully carried, Permit me 
before I close this communication (already too prolix) 
to remark, that in this enlightened age, when the march 
of intellect is making such rapid strides to ameliorate 
the moral state of mind; to forward the views of phi- 
| lanthropic Statesmen, and men of science, the criminal 
| laws of those countries which declare such crimes capi- 
| tal, and punishable with death, as do not here admit of 
| punishment by solitary imprisonment for a longer pe- 
| riod than four or five years, are a violation of the esta- 
| blished principles of humanity, and at variance with the 
doctrines of Christianity. Many of the zealous cham- 
pions of the English Penal Law contend that prevention 
is the great end of punishment; but conflicting as are 
_the opinions on this subject, let us lay it down as a 
/maxim, that he who advocates the cause of mercy takes 
| the safe side of the question, provided he does not 
| trample upon and infringe the great precepts of the 
| Christian Religion. There are it is true, certain crimes 
| although not producing death, yet so heinous as to 
| warrant the most severe punishment the Law can in- 
flict. The great objection to the penal Law of Eng- 
‘land is that it makes no difference between the felon 
| who commits murder and the criminal who steals a 
sheep- An eminent English writer who thinks the 
| Criminal Law of England faulty, and condemns it for 
| undue severity, maintains, ** that offences are punished 
not according to the moral guilt which they indicate in 
| the offender, but according to the facility with which 
' they can be committed and to their supposed danger in 
| consequence to the community.” 





To the list of great names of writers who are decid- 
/edly in favor of solitary imprisonment, may be added 
‘the learned Dr. Paley, who has remarked that ‘‘ of the 

reforming punishments which have not yet been tried, 
| none promise so much success as that of solitary im- 
| prisonment, or the confinement of prisoners in separate 
-apartments, Thisimprovement augments the terror of 


and to repent of having offended the laws of God and | the punishment, secludes the criminal from the society 
his country. The irksomeness of his confinement is | of his fellow prisoners, in which society the worse are 


greatly relieved by mechanical occupation, and his | sure to corrupt the better; weans him from the know- — 


mind is solaced by the Bible and Prayer Book, whilst | Jedge of his companions, and from the love of that tur- 
he finds additional consolation in the occasional visits bulent, precarious life in which his vices had engaged 
from a minister of the Gospel, the learned and amiable | him, is calculated to raise up in him reflections on thé 
Physician of the Institution, and has in youa friend and | folly of his choice, and to dispose his mind to such bit- 
guardian; for who is so well qualified to take special | ter and continued penitence as may produce a lasting’ 





charge of this Institution as a member of the Society of 
Friends, whose religion proclaims peace, charity, and 
good will to all mankind. ‘The opportunities you have 
enjoyed in visiting and inspecting the condition of the 


Prisons of Europe and the United States, must render | 


you competent to form a correct opinion on the various 
methods of managing and enforcing Prison Discipline, 
and have enabled you to observe the striking contrast 
which the Pennsylvania system presents to those Gaols, 
where the brutal punishment of the lash is frequently 
inflicted for every petty oflence, where the young and 
inexperienced in crime are associated with the most 
abandoned malefactors, and obliged by their deplora- 
ble situation to listen to the fiendish recital of their 





*In justice to the mmory of Mr. Roscoe, I have good 


reason to believe, that some months prior to his decease, | 


his opinions underwent a great change; and he thought | 
more favorably of the Pennsylyania System, when he | 
learnt that manual labour was required, and oppor- | 
tunities granted to the prisoner, for mental improve- | 
ment. ° 





| alteration on the principles of his conduct.” 


I have for the present sufficiently trespassed on your 
| time, and have only to say that I heartily. wish success 
| to the great cause of Justice and Humanity in which 
| Pennsylvania has embarked; her conduct is truly meri- 
| torious, and her example will, 1 hope, be followed by 
‘every State inthe Union. 1 wil] shortly have the satis- 
| faction of communicating to you the opinion of an emi. 

nent Judge of this State, who is an accomplished scho- 

lar, and a gentleman in whose judgment I have perfect 

reliance; irideed, we cannot be too solicitous in seeking 

for information from the highest authority, and the best 

informed men, on every subject connected with the 
| welfare of an enlightened people, and particularly when 
| we confide in their opinions to elicit truth; and under 
| such circumstances,I consider it is as a duty they owe to 
their country, and to the cause of Philanthropy not to 
withhold them, 


1am, Dear Sir, with sentiments of great 
respect and regard, your’s sincerely, 


PHILIP TIDYMAN. 


fay? 


i 


Fi 
/ 
bo 
3 
» 
big 
: 
é 
: 





aaa ae 5 Taga 
ti ie. se 


EASTERN PENITENTIARY, 
Partapetrara, 9 Month 26th, 1834. 


Esteemed Friend,—I have to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of thy two communications, which would have 
been sooner replied to, but for the numerous calls on 
my time, and I am sure thy goodness will excuse the 
delay. 

The favorable opinion thou hast so kindly and ably 
expressed respecting our Penitentiary, and the firm 
conviction anticipated of its happy result, will I have 
no doubt, be fully realized to the entire satisfaction of 
ali the advocates of the systeni. Thus far we have 
every cause for congratulation, and many of those who 
were decidedly, and [ believe conscientiously opposed 
to the theory of solitary confinement, have after a care- 
ful and impartial examination of the system as prac- 
tised by us, become thorough converts and warm ad- 
vocates. It must however be admitted that some of 
these, as well as most of the opponents of the sys- 
tem, have not had a distinct understanding of it.— 
They supposed that the prisoner was immured in a 
small and perhaps dark cell, without books or employ- 
ment; never seeing the face of man, and rarely hearing 
his voice,—hence they hive suid it was ‘‘cruel in the 
extreme, and should not be tolerated.”” But when 
some of these very persons have seen the spaciousness 
of the cells, the attention paid to their construction, to 
the ventilation, heating and facilities to cleanse them— 
when they have seen the men cheerfully engaged in 
their various employments, seen them with their books, 
and know that they are seen by the keepers and offi- | 
cial visitors, that they receive both religious and me- 
chanical instruction, that the system cannot be called 
solitary, but is perfectly separate confinement, with | 
religious, moral, and mechanical i istruction:—these 
very opponents cry out ‘* we did not understand you, 
and we now fear that instead of being foo severe, your 
system is feo lenient.”” Ido not think we can be un- 
derstood without being seen, and [ do rejoice that some 
distinguished men like thyself, have taken the trouble 
to come, see and know for yourselves, I have some- | 
times thought that in speaking of the discipline of the | 
Institution, we might say that we discard the word | 
punishment and substitute that of privation, Thus, if | 
a man steals from his fellow man, he is not fit to run | 
at large and is therefore locked up, deprived of socie- | 
ty, and many of the luxuries of life. If he conducts | 
himself with propriety, he is comfortable, fed, clothed | 
and allowed to walk ina yard onceaday. He is ex- | 
pected to work and earn his living, as this is the duty | 
of all, if he neglects to do this, (unless sick) he is fed | 
accordingly; if ne abuses tlie privilege of his yard, he | 
is not suffercd to go into it, if he behaves refractory, he | 
is put into a Jess comfortable cell, and his diet reduced | 
until he isin a better state of mind; but stripes and | 
chains are entirely discarded, and very little trouble is 
found in the management of prisuners, The two most 
important objects of improvement are the security of 
Society and the reformation ofthe criminal. The latter 
had ceased to be hoped for under the old prison regu- 
lations, (if regulations they could be called) and all ac- 
quainted with the subject agreed, that what had been 
intended for, and called Penitentiaries, produced 
more crimes than they eradicated, and the on!y bene- 
ficial effect was, that the inmates were prevented from 
committing depredations on society during their con- 
finement. But it is doubtful whether even in this re- 
spect there was any advantage, and whether it would 
not be as well to dispense with imprisonment rather 
than herd them together where the hardened and ac- 
complished villain was constantly teaching the novice, 
and thus creating an extensive community of thieves. — 
Attempts were early made’ in Pennsylvania to remedy 
this evil, but from circumstances (not necessary to men- 
tion in this letter) were never carried into full opera- 
tion. The neighboring State of New York experienc- 
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ing this evil to a great extent, altered their State Prison 
at Auburn so as to give each convict a separate cell to 
sleep in, and established a strict and severe discipline 
during the day, so as to cut off much of the communi- 
cation which had before existed between the prisoners. 
The Legislature were so much pleased with this, that 
a new prison was built at Sing Sing. While this was 
going on in New York, Pennsylvania satisfied with the 
efficacy of their former plans, directed the building of 
a Prison at Pittsburg, and one at Philadelphia, for sep- 
arate confinement both day and night. No difference 
of opinion exists as to the evil effects of the old mode 
of allowing all to be together, but the question appears 
to be, whether it is best to allow prisoners to be work- 
ed together in the day, and lodged separate at night, 
or kept separate both day and night, and deprived of 
all opportunity of seeing or knowing each other. This 
subject is ably argued in a pamphlet written by G. W. 
Smith, Esq. of this city, entitled, a Defence of the Sys- 
tem of Solitary Confinement, &c. which contains more 
information on the subject of prisons and prison discip- 
line, than any work of its size that I have seen. At 
the time this was written, we had not the full ad- 
vantage of experience,—now after having had five 
years of actual practice, we find that all we promised 
has been realized, and none of those horrible results 
predicted by those opposed to us, have dccurred.— 
We find that separate confinement witli labour, does 
not cause either insanity or disease; we have now piis- 
oners who have spent fur and one nearly five years 
with us, who to all appearance are in as good liealtli ag 
the day they came in, and as respects their riinds they 
have evidently much improved. It must be admitted 
that where they labour in workshops together, there is 
a greater choice of trades, and herice more profit will 
accrue to the Institution; this I consider of minor im- 
portance; it is desirable that the prisoner shotild be 
made to support himself, this is all 1 deem necessary. 
No State should promote crime, to increase its reve- 
nues, and I cannot but believe that where prisoners are 
allowed to associate at all and see each other, they 
become acquainted with the persons of each other, and 
although but little oral communication may take place; 
crime is the necessary result. 

Wherever prisoners are allowed to come together; 
they will know each other and they will communicate 
together; in order to prevent this, corporal punish- 
ment is resorted to, and in exact proportion as it is 
prevented, is the severity of the whipping. Now this 
practice [ must enter my protest against. From the 
long and perhaps I may be allowed to say, the exten- 
sive knowledge I have had of the various systems in 
the practice both in Europe and America, the pains I 
have taken to irivestigate the effect and results of their 
discipline, have filly convinced me, that the cruel prac- 
tice of whipping is a serious and lasting injury; it de- 
grades the individual still lower in his own estimation, 
it hardens his heart, renders him callous and dead to 
all the kind and better feelings of our nature,and should 
he survive the cruel treatment (which I fear is too of- 
ten inflicted) and be restored again to liberty; he comes 
upon society with his feelings embittered against man- 
kind, his mind bent on revenge, and ready at the first 
opportunity to plunge again into crime—thus the se- 
cond state of this man is worse than the first. I can- 
not approve of any system, the success of which de- 
pends on violence or the lash, nor do [ think it will ever 
be permitted in Pennsylvania. If separate sleeping 
cells at night, strict discipline during the day, kept up 
by the fear of the whip has a salutary éffect,—I would 
ask have we not all the advantages where this separa- 
tion is both day and night, and where there is no neces- 
sity for this severity to preserve the discipline of the es- 
tablishment. To the Philanthropist I would say come, 
view, examine for yourself,—let the opposers of the In- 
stitution cast aside all prejudice, and give it an impar- 
tial investigation; let them behold the prisoners, view 
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them at their various employments, their health, their 
cheerfulness, their mild demeanor, their ready acquies- 
cence inall orders given,and the apparent pleasure with 
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in which we shall have 12 or 14 feet depth of water.— 
We have also in process a reservoir 40 feet diameter 
built above the level of our cel!s, which is calculated 


which they are obeyed,—it wit then be asked how is | to hold one weeks supply for the whole establishment. 


all this accomplished? I answer by separate confine: | 


I mention these facts to show that where there are not 


ment, by a uniform, kind and judicious treatment, by a | the advantages of a public water works, the necessary 


regular course of labour, proper exercise, by the peru- 
sal of the Bible, and various religious books, and by 
what instruction it is in our power to give. We look 
upon them as men, (not as brutes,) asa part of the 
great human family with ourselves, and we consider it 
a duty incumbent upon us to use mild and persuasive 
measures, and endeavour by precepts of virtue, morali- 
ty, and religion,to wean them from their vicious course, | 
bring them toa deep and full sense of their guilt, and | 
the consequent degradation and misery ever attendant | 
upon crime. We need no lash nor chains, no threats or 





supply may be obtained within the walls. 
With sentiments of great esteem and respect, 
I remain thy sincere friend, 


SAMUEL R. WOOD. 
Dr. Philip Tidyman, Charleston, S. C. 


From the Lancaster Journal 
THE MARIETTA BRANCH RAIL WAY, 


Forming a connection with the Columbia and Phila- 





violence to enforce our rules and regulations, we pur-| delphiarail way, at the depot near Columbia. The in- 
sue a merciful, but a firmand determined course. That | teresting report of the Chief Engineer, Mr. Gay, upon 
all who are thus disciplined will go out and become | this importent connection with the Susquehanna, at the 
good citizens, would be almost a miracle; but even up- | Borough of Marietta, is published in this day’s paper. 
on some old and hardened offenders, a radical change | By this project, the inclined plane at Columbia is en- 
has been effected, and their good and industrious con- | tirely avoided, and one of the most favorable and beau- 
duct since their discharge, has satisfied us that if they | tiful points upon the great river, will be opened for an 
have not been reformed, they have at least been bene- | ¢xtensive river and inland trade. ‘There ean be no 


fitted. My hopes and expectations have been more im- | doubt of the success of the undertaking. 
mediately directed to the young in crime, those who 


are not by profession thieves, but who have been led 
mto crime by neglect, misfortune or chance, or who 
have just commenced the career in crime, who are not 
acquainted with other rogues, and who do not belong 
to the community of thieves. These form no small | 
portion among criminals, and it is on these that | 
humbly, but most confidently trust our Institution 
will confer a lasting blessing; I look forward with 
hope and confidence, which the result has so far fully 
sustained, that the majority will * cease to do evil and 
learn to do well,”? and become useful and honorable 
members of society. 

I send a set of Reports made to the Legislature from 
the opening of the Penitenitary to the first of this year, 
these contain information on several subjects referred 


REPORT OF EDWARD F. GAY, ESQ. CIVIL 
ENGINEER, 


To the Commissioners of the Marietta Rail Way: 


Gentlemen—Uaving been desired by you ‘to make 
the necessary examinations, for a line of rail way from 
the borough of Marietta,to the nearest practicable point 
of connection with the Pennsylvania rail way, East of 
| the Columbia inclined plane,” I now submit to you the 

result of my labours, embraced in the following report 
and estimate, together with a map representing the po- 
sition of the line with reference to the State Improve- 
ments, as completed. 

Commencing at the East line of the borough of Mari- 


| etta, the route of the rail way is traced nearly parallel 
to in thy letters, and the tables will give all the statisti- | with the Columbia and Marietta turnpike, to station No. 


cal information requested; my own Reports contain opi- | 56, being fifteen chains south of ‘Spinning Wheel Point,’ 
nions which I would otherwise here have to reiterate. | thence bears eastwardly,»nd crossing Bethel’s Run,passes 
In reply as to thy inquiries, as to the moral condition of | through the northern limits of the borough of Columbia, 
the colored convict as compared to the white, I may say | and after crossing Shawnee Run, it intersects the Penn- 
it is inferior, but a few have had advantages of scbool | sylvania rail way near to the Lancaster and Columbia 
learning,and the care of masters when young, while | Turnpike, and distant about 20 chains East of the 
most have been hired out from early youth, without any | ‘Locomotive Depot,’ at the head of the inclined plane. 
pains having been taken to instill into them principles | The whole length of the line, as measured, is three 
of morality or religion, Very few are convicted of high | miles and sixty nine chains. 
crimes except for Burglary, but these cases are gene- | From station No. 85, on the dividing ridge, between 
rally without violence, their propensity appears to be, | Bethel’s and Shawnee Runs, a line was traced North- 
to pilfer and to steal. They work full as well as our | wardly, near the dwelling of Mr. S. Heiss, and connect- 
white prisoners and readily receive instruction, and very | ed with the Pennsylvania rail way, about half a mile 
few have shewn a refractory disposition, three or four | east of the point proposed, as represented on the map, 
out of the whole number received have been slaves, and | but as this route was found to possess no advantages 
two of these excellent prisoners. | over the other, it was abandoned. 

Our diet consists of one pound of good bread anda} By reference to the map, it will be seen that the pro- 


pint of coffee or cocoa for breakfast, three quarters of a | posed route, as laid down, is remarkably direct in its 
pound of beef without bone, one pint of soup and as/| general course, and if viewed in connection with the 
many potatoes as they wish for dinner; we occasionally 


character of the intervening country, affords the short- 
give instead of beef half.a pound of pork, and at some 


est possible, and I may add, practicable line, for a rail 
seasons rice instead of potatoes; for supper Indian mush | 


| way between Marietta and the Pennsylvania rail way, 
as much as they please, and they get once a month half | 


by which the inclined plane can be avoided. 
a gallon of molasses, which is used at discretion, salt is | The character of the line is distinctly and naturally 
also given tothem. Each cell has water introduced | marked into three divisons. The first extending from 
into it which the inmates can draw at pleasure. 


‘The | Marietta to Chicques creek; second, from Chicques to 
ground floor of our observatory, being about on a level | station No. 56 fifteen chains south of ‘Spinning Wheel 


with the top of the reservoir at Fair Mount (96 feet! Point,’ and third, from station No, 56, to the Pennsyl- 
_ above high water) we find with regret that we cannot | vania rail way. 
have sufficient supply of water from that source, and | 


therefore have decided on having the necessary aed struction of the rail way, tne excavation will be light, 
works within our walls. Notwithstanding our elevated | and the expense comparatively trifling. As the line 
site, we find water at 12 feet below the surface; we have | crosses the Chicques creek, at the pool of Henry Halde- 
just completed a well 30 feet diameter and 26 feet deep, | man’s Mill dam, a bridge of 383 feet in length will be 














The first division is remarkably favorable for the con- 
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required at that place, also, a small bridge over the saw rock excavation, the two tracks are designed to be united 
mill head-race. inone. The graded surface of both excavations and 

The second division, commencing at Chicques creek, | embankments, is estimated to be twenty-two feet wide. 
is traced along the precipitous face of ‘Chicques hill,’ | The viaduct across Chicques creek, is planned with 
and in its course encounters several heavy rock-cuts | piers of crib work, below the water surface, and rubble 





and embankments. Materials for the embankments, 
will in some places, be difficult to obtain, as a large 
portion of the natural soil which originally covered the 
rocky face of the hill, has been removed, to form the 
canal and turnpike, which are constructed along its 
base. The most prominent rock-cuts, which occur on 
this division, are through, what are commonly known 
as ‘Chicques Rocks,’ and ‘Spinning Wheel Point” At 


each of these points the maximum depth of excavation | 
will be sixty feet, the distance however, will be quite | 


short, (not exceeding one chain eac!) and the position 
of the cuts favorable for the advantageous application 
of labor to them. 

Notwithstanding the face of this hill presents numer- 
ous obstacles which are calculated to render the line ex- 
pensive, still the difficulties are far from being as seri- 
ous as would naturally be anticipated by a casual ob- 
server. 

The third division, commencing at station No. 56, 
passes over an undulating surface for nearly its whole 
length. The excavation on the dividing ridge between 
Bethel’s and Shawnee runs, will be heavy, and also the 
embankments across those runs, ‘The line, however, 
has been arranged, both in reference to direction and 
grade, so as to ensure a sufficiency of materials from 
the excavation to form the embankments, which is the 
only sure method of preserving a due degree of economy 
in the construction of this division of the work, 

I now proceed to show the graduation of the line 
traced, which is as follows:— 

From Marietta to station 


No. 8, dist. 24 chas. level. 
No. 8 to No. 19, do. 32do. descent 20 ft. pr. m. 
No, 19 to No. 24, do. 15 do. level. 
No. 24 to No. 85, do. 186 do. ascent per m. 34 ft. 
No. 85 to No, 94, do, 27 do, level. 
No. 94 to P. rail way, 25 do. ascent per m. 34 ft, 


The point of intersection with the Pennsylvania rail 
way is found to be 81 feet above the point of starting at 
Marietta. 

The minimum radius of curvature upon the line, (be- 
ing at ‘Spinning Wheel Point,’) is 560 fect, but as the 
grade at this point may be reduced to 20 feet per mile, 
it will be unnecessary to apply the highest grades on 
any curves described with a less radius than 700 feet. 
The surface may therefore be considered as decidedly 
favorable for the use of Locomotive Engines on it. 

This line of rail way, is one naturally calculated to 
be expensive in its construction yet it affords me plea- 
sure to be able to assure you of its entire practicability, 


and to express my opinion, that when completed, its | 


acvantages will be found to be fully commensurate with 
its cost. Its object will be to place Marietta (which is 
admirably adapted, by its location, to accommodate an 
extensive rail way, canal and river trade, ) upon an equal 
footing with Columbia, It will materially extend the 
facilities for trans-shipment upon the State Works, and 


whether viewed as an improvement by itself, support- | 
ed as it would be by an extensive lumber, coal and ca- | 


nal trade, with a portion of the rapidly increasing pas- 
senger travelling—or, as a part of an extension of the 
Pennsylvania rail way to Harrisburgh, (which must ere 
long be made, as being the only natural, and in every 


oint of view, the best route for a rail way, connecting | 


Philadelphia with the Seat of State Government,) it will 
doubtless prove a profitable source of investment to its 
proprietors. 

The estimate has been made both for the grading and 
superstructure of a double track of rail way, with the 
exception of about one hundred and fifty feet at Chic- 


ques Rocks, where, in order to save a large amount of 


masonry above. Superstructure to be of wood, con- 
| structed on Town’s plan, Lattice work, covered. The 
| culverts are all estimated to be of rubble masonry—the 
| one at Shawnee to be sixteen feet span, resting on abut- 
ments 4 feet high. It is proposed to support the em- 
bankmentsat the most difficult points between‘ Spinning 
Wheel and Chieques Rocks,’ with a stone wall varying 
'in height from ten to sixteen feet.—But one road and 
one farm bridge will be required on the line. 

The form of superstructure estimated for the road, 
| consists of whitejoak sleepers, ten inches in diameter, 
placed four feet apart, and resting upon broken stone, 
compacted in longitudinal trenches, 16 inches wide and 
one foot deep. ‘The sleepers to be notched, and oak 
rails 6 by 8 inches square, secured to them with wedges. 
The wood rails to be capped with iron plate rails 24 
inches wide, by 5-8 inches thick, properly secured 
with iron spikes. This form of superstructure is selected, 
as being little liable to get out of order, and as being 
easily adjusted when repairs are required; it is also the 
cheapest form of road that could be adopted with a 
| view to the use of locomotive engines upon it. 
| The following estimate represents the various kind of 
| work required for the entire line, and is believed to be 
| sufficient to complete it. The quantities have been 
made out with as much care as the nature of the exami- 
nation would allow of and the prices are such, as I have 
no doubt the contracts could readily be taken for. 


ESTIMATE. 

















42,430 cubic yards earth excavation a 1Ccts., $4,243 
21,500 do do_ rock a 45cts. 9,675 
| 184,100 do embankment, a 15cts. 27,615 
| 2,600 perches vertical wall a 80cts. 2,080 
5 culverts containing 1400 perches a $2 50 3,500 
| Viaduct across Chicques creek, 8,213 
Fencing and Bridges, 3,060 
3 miles 69 chains, double track rail way, su- 
perstructure with turns out, 39,614 
$98,000 
Add for contingencies, 10 per cent. 9,800 
Total cost, $107,800 
| Respectfully submitted. 
| EDWARD F, GAY, 
| Engineer. 


STRASBURG BRANCH RAIL ROAD. 


This branch extends from the borough of Stras- 
burg, Lancaster county, to the Columbia and Phila- 
| delphia Rail Road, near the water station at Lemons’, 
extent about four miles. The whole stock has been 
taken, and the work it is expected, will be put under 
contract without delay.—Jb. 


CANAL FROM COLUMBIA TO TIDE. 


Mr. Gay, the Principal Engineer, we understand, has 
| completed the suryey of this route without encounter- 
|ing any unexpected or great difficulty. ‘The line to 
the head of the Union Canal is about 30 miles, and al- 
lowing five feet water, fifty feet in width, and double 
locks, the cost is estimated not to exceed 1,800,000 
dollars. The projected scale upon whichit is proposed 
to carry it into execution, though it does not exactly 
come up to our wishes, is certainly grand; yet hardly 
equal to the immense business which this line is des- 
tined to pass. The stock, it is understood, will be ta- 
ken in an hour, did it amount to double the sum calcu- 
lated. —J6. 
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LANCASTER, MIDDLETOWN AND HARRIS- | of certainty,has been with many fora long time a great 


BURG RAIL ROAD. 


Mr. Roberts, the Principal Engineer, we understand 
has nearly completed the surveys of this route, prepara- 
tory to placing the line under contract. Active ope- 
rations, it is expected, will commence very shortly.— 
Lanc. Journal. 


—__——_ ——_—__ —— 


DEPTH OF COAL VEINS. 

The importance of ascertaining, by actual experi- 
ment, the depth of our coal veins below the surface of 
the ground is on all hands admitted, and though we 
have every reason to believe, judging from the analogy 
they bear to the coal deposites of other countries, that 
they extend downward to an immeasurable distance; 
nevertheless an experiment which could place this 
highly probable and general opinion on the solid basis 


desideratum. We are happy to announce that such an 
experiment is now begun on the Spohn Tract, where 
preparations are making to work below the water le- 
vel, and to follow the vein in its descent to a distance 
which will place the subject beyond all doubt or con- 
troversy. For this purpose a steam engine will be em- 
ployed and the work vigorously prosecuted. The 
greatest penetration below the surface yet made has 
not, we believe, exceeded a hundred feet in perpen- 
dicular descent, and even should the veins stop short at 
this point, of which we cannot think there is the remo- 
test probability, still there would be Coal enough in our 
mountains to supply the consumption for years to come. 
We hope that the enterprising gentlemen who have 
undertaken the experiment above referred to, will meet 
with that success to which their exertions are so emi- 
nently entitled.— Miners’ Journal. 


METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER. 
Extract from the Meteorological Register, taken at the State Capital— Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 


By James Waicurt, Librarian. 


NOVEMBER, 1834. 
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THERMOMETER. BAROMETER, 

1||Saturday, 42) 47| 50) 46|| 30.10) 30.05{ 30.05} 30.07|| SE Cloudy day 

2||Sunday, 39} 39 41 10 10 9|| SE Cloudy damp day 
3||Monday, 41| 46) 47 10 10 12|| SE Cloudy day 

4||Tuesday, 45} 50) 52 29.98} 29,90) 29.96]} SW 0 4s 

5||Wednesday,| 50) 53) 51 87 92 88}} W soe 

6||Thursday, 43} 51) 50 10 5| 30.08]| N Clear day 

7\\Friday, 41; 60) 58 76 72| ‘29.79}) W ss 

8|/Saturday, 50} 56) 51 87 96 87|| W ss 6s 

9|\Sunday, 36; 50) 53 6} 30.00} 30.06], SW 6 66 

10|| Monday, 41} 52) 55 90 80) 29.87|)) SW Hazy 

11||Tuesday, 51) 51) 50 90 90 87|| W Clear day 
12}|Wednesday,| 43) 45) 50 76 80 81}; W Cloudy day 
13}|Thursday, 37| 49) 55 80 68 76))} W Clear day 

14||Friday, 44| 53) 56 47 47 48|' NE Cloudy damp day—r. at nig. 
15}/Saturday, 3 32| $ 96) 30.00 93] N Cloudy day—snow at night 
16}/Sunday, 26) 34) 35 15 17; 30.15/| N Cloudy day 

17|| Monday, 30} 33) 35 13} 29,98; 30.10}} NE Rainy day 

18||Tuesday, 41} 49} 49 65| 65) 29.65|| NW Cloudy day 
19}|Wednesday,| 45) 48) 48 65 65 65|| NW -  « 

20)|Thursday, 44) 48 47 67, 70 67;| NW Clear day 

21|| Friday, 44) 48) 46) 78 78 78|| NW es 6 

22||Saturday, 37; 40 3| 54 2 57|| NE Rainy day 

3}|Sunday, 43| 42 40) 60 66 61\} W Cloudy day 

24||Monday, 35} 37! 35) 75 78 74) W > = 

25|| Tuesday, 34; 39) 41 60 60 60| NW Clear day 
26)|Wednesday,| 34) 41] 537 70 76 72|\| NW Sun and clouds 

27 || Thursday, 30} 46) 45 80 70 82|} SW Clear day 

28)|Priday, 26; 50) 48 - 89 87 89\| NW Clear day 

29} |Saturday, 40| 44) 49 55| 50 55|| SW Rainy day 

30!|Sunday, 34| 48| 45 901 90 90|| NW Clear day 

Thermometer. Barometer. 

Maximum on the 7th, ° ; ° 53°||Maximum on the 16th, . ; 30.15 inches. 
Minimum on the 15th, ; ‘ 32 |/Minimum on the 14th, 29.48 § 
Difference, . ; : . ; 21 || Difference, : ; , 00.67 « 
Mean, : ‘ . ° 44 ||Mean, 
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From the Philadelphia Gazette. stood the first log — by a rs a paieey 
tree for a sign.- In 1730, the town was first laid out; 
REMINISCENCES OF THE OLDEN TIME. and in 1764, the same poor Indians who had given the 
Messrs. Editors,— soil, were cruelly murdered in.the same town by the 
As I know you have an affection for traits of olden Paxton boys. There is still something very primitive 
time, and especially for such as aim to compare the in various parts of Lancaster. Several log houses of 
a sh the ast, in our land of changing charac- | one and two story stillremain. It was only as late as 
ian Sees oakeaumumeeeed to sketch you a few no- | 1762, that at this town, several children were publicly 
icesof men and things made in “notes by the way,” | advertised and bound oubas released prisoners trom the 
7 We started from Philadeiphis, by the Rail Road Cars | them! F oe myers to ae rr road pre- 
sere aee seo mameess ine) bien oe | al Soares aa Pree Sea coseoeebet 
way out of the city through streets, and lanes, where in | §¢! uch ¢' oe , 
oss pate rae nemnne nas Woreattn cumaienat Poon | SeloWh Tah are he tems" aoriny ieee 
original forest—and passing in front of those formerly | 4M , ; ; : 
mammal cuantr ctnr, Eeth Bi opeogetiery, Re. | items te Pent wee vane ee aaa 
airmount once the selected spoi o m. Penn’s in- ¢ ’ rs : oor 
tended elevated seat, was wholly changed; all the sur- _ eighty y oo pa en — a 
rounding hills were drawn away for the use of their) DY oe Sate a mene male ee Saeed 
a the aoe ee ggg pn pene ee oi Geesnnsieie and banished tribes; but ‘ could at 
- 3 
a aia 3 acanauaans i ise. ged se" paar least identify myself with them, as to conceive that I 
forbear to remember the foresight and kindness of Dr. | 8aw often in passing, ee = trees and numerous 
Franklin, who perceiving the change of the then ex-! pleasant spots a ed they had seen, or by 
~~ or es eae Rea ot ae ae a. Sct cia last to the pice of the Susquehan- 
sahiccon to’ Philadelph'a, and now bebold we have a| a, and there see its towering hills, ranging all along . 
population to drink it dry! The invention of Rail Roads | bs ie ~ se uae et ee 
and of Locomotive machines, how far, very far beyond _ o - i pc 3 Rar oes _ Snel 
the forecast of the boldest conjectures. Such a bridge oo — ss = : beets ne apaneiaien ‘ “a 
too, as we passed upon, over the Schuylkill! At the| €r, the mi ; 
rates of progress in invention and improvement, where | pr hte tage cbmc eee oe 
_ we in ne cas or — nota ! 7 ae acon “By cod boy, we sonal: Shuntabene ‘a City of the 
€ great Ice house above ground which we passed, ; te Mee a ‘ 
eee eee ee ees Pe Pont) artar, has prathn cleat toy Paaaeten et pine 
a = 2 toa ~ tame Schuylki i, we fel sad | Harris, the Indian trader, who dwelt here as an advanc- 
to think how all the former fisheries, and their pictur- | ed ie ts Ne — in ae anes 
beehe aoe one gg ho . fd hd ee ea | resi “nag Ale of him and of his nada: wife 
y the great Columbia bridge to the opposite bank, a ° Se : ; 
the head of the inclined plane, there we cast our eyes Esther, and een of ae day, 
over upon Judge Peters’ place, and thought of it as the | but my article is already s y tong, an ere 
favorite country retreat of the Pater Patriz of our , conclude. Ww. 
country; the place where Washington himself once | 








planted the now big chestnut tree, which survives him, THOMAS PARKE, M.D. 
and all those who then and there enjoyed his social in- | f ; ; 
tercourse, | Ata meeting of the Directors of the Library Com- 


And now being seated in the comfortable cars, and | pany of Philadelphia, and of the Trustees of the Lo- 
rolled swiftly on our way, the mind reflects upon the | ganian Library, on the Twelfth of February, 1835—_ 
present improved and enriched country, and its educa-| On motion of Mr. Morgan, seconded by Mr. Lewis, 
ted inhabitants, as compared with the past, so different | the following Notice of the late Dr. Tuomas Parxg, 
now, from what it must have been, when Gov. Pownall | was directed to be entered on the Minutes of both 
(who has left us some leaves of his journal,) travelled | Boards:— et 
by much of the same line of country out to Lancaster| On the ninth day of January, Anno Domini 1835, our. 
in 1754, as to a frontier town, where pack saddles, and | venerable Friend and Associate, Doctor THOMAS 
guns constituted the chief manufactures for the western | PARKE, departed this Life, in the eighty-sixth year of 
Indian trader. He found nothing then along this to | his age. : . 
mark his distances and distinguish his observations, but He was elected a Director of the Library Company 
some Inns, such as have come down, by their former | of Philadelphia on the first Monday of May, in the year 
signs to the present day, to wit: the Buck, the White | 1778; and the intelligence, perseverance and fidelity 
Horse, the Ship, the Wagon, the Tun, and the Red | manifested by him in extending the usefulness and 
Lion. Where else shall we find taverns of such long | prosperity of the Institution, induced its members to 
continuance, re-elect him, annually, from that day to the present 

In time we enter upon the lands of the Great Chester | time—a period of fifty-seven years. — 
valley, the same which made the Governor then won-| His attachment to the Philadelphia and Loganian Li- 
der, that they should bring £5 an acre, and now be-| braries, and his anxiety to promote their respective in- 
hold they bring 50 to $100! ere we began to find | terests, remained with him to the close of his life; and 
sleighing pretty good, even while the same snow had | when his personal services should cease to benefit these 





for several days run out at Philadelphia! Whiz, whiz! | Institutions, as a further evidence of his good feelings 
went our cars! Trees, houses, and people moving | towards one of them, he made an appropriation, in his 
away from us like the shifting scenes on the stage, and | Will, for adding,to the finances of the Library Compa- 
soon we are at Lancaster, the great inland town. This| ny of Philadelphia, the sum of Fifty Dollars per annum, 
was once the dulce Domum of the Conestoga Indians of | being a bequest of a perpetual ground rent of that 
that part called the Hickory tribe, because of their | amount. : ; 

holding their Councils at the great hickory, then on| When no longer able to attend the deliberations of 
the site of the present Court House Square, and near | the Directors and Trustees, he addressed a letter toone 
to Slaymaker’s Hotel in East King street, where once | of his colleagues, in relat‘on to the taxes on the Loga- 
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nian estate in Bucks county, in which he stated, that | 


‘**in all my weakness I frequently think of the pros- 
perity and welfare of our Libraries.” At that time he 
felt so much debilitated as to doubt the restoration of 
his health, but added, ‘* 1 pray for resignation to the 
Divine Will, and hope to be able to say, not my Will, 
but Thy Will be done, O Lord!” 

Wis amiable disposition, the sincerity of iis friend- 
ship, and the urbanity of his manners, strongly endear- 
ed him to his Associates, and they sincerely regret,that 
death has vacated his seat at this Board, and deprived 
his children of so estimable a parent and friend. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That a copy ofthe foregoing Notice ofthe 
late Dr. Tuomas Parke be communicated to his family, 
and Mr. Poulson and Mr. Morgan were appointed a 
committee to communicate the same. 

WILLIAM RAWLE, junior. 
Secretary. 


From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
May 27, 1835. 
SELECT COUNCIL. 


The President subn itted a communication from the 
Trustees of the Philadelphia Gas Works, in relation to 
the occupancy, by Mrs. Ford, of a portion of the pre- 
mises alloted to the Gas Works by Councils. Referred 
to the committee on lighting and watching. 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee on Fire Companies, 


reported unfavorably on the application of the Ameri- 
ca Hose Company, for permission to erecta fire plug 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 





[Jone 





| Resolved, That the Mayor be and he is hereby au- 
| thorised to draw his warrant on the City Treasurer in 
‘favour of H. G. Rowly, Treasurer of the Philadelphia 
Association for the Relief of Disabled Firemen, for the 
sum of one thousand collars to be invested as part of 
the permanent fund of said Association, and charge the 
| same to appropriation No. 21, 
| Mr. Price made the following report, which was 
/agreed to, and the committee discharged. 


v the Select and Common Councils. 


| 

| 

| The special committee on the legacy of Samuel Scot- 
| tin, deceased, immediately after the receipt of the 72 
' dollars, for six years arrearages of ground rent, due 
June 1, 1834, from John Long, proceeded to the distri- 
bution of the same in bread to the poor, under the di- 
| rections of the will; and made’ a contract with three 
| bakers, viz: John English, Andrew Harman, and John 
|C. Bernbaum, for the delivery of five cent loaves at 
four cents each. Your committee had orders printed 
as follows, viz: 

‘* Deliver to the bearer, two five cent loaves of 
bread, in conformity with the will of Samuel Scottin, 
| deceased; to deliver bread to the poor of the city, and 
| of Southwark, taking care, that none but the needy 
| get it, and that not more than two Jeaves be delivered 
| to any one family.” 

Three hundred tickets were distributed on each 
baker, equal to 900 tickets, or 1800 loaves of bread at 
| four cents each, makes 72 dollars. 

| The proper distribution of these tickets were en- 
‘trusted to the several benevolent institutions, as fol- 
‘lows, viz: 

The Southwark Soup House, 


' 
| 
} 


my ee 


in their Hose House. The report was agreed to by both | 
Councils. 

Mr. Lewis, from the same committee, to whom had | 
been referred the application of the Philadelphia As- | 
sociation for the Relief of Disabled Firemen, made the | 


The Union Benevolent Society. 

The Provident Society. 

The Society for relief of Sick and Infirm Poor. 
And the House of Industry. 





following report, the resolution attached to which was 
agreed to, unanimously, by both Councils, 


To the Select and Common Councils. 


The Committee on fire companies, having considered 
the petition of the Philadelphia Association for the Re- 
lief of Disabled Firemen, and examined the charter and 
regulations of the Company, believe that the said As- 
sociation is calculated to increase the energy, and add 
to the already high character of our Fire Department. 
The institution appears to have been established for the 
purpose of forming by the contributions of our fellow 
citizens engaged in the meritorious duties of the de- 
partment, a fund, on which those who fall victims to 
the accidents and bereavements of the profession, may 
depend for support and relief in case their condition in 
life is such as to make it necessary to apply for aid.— 
With a spirit of liberal charity, as wide and impartial as 
the sphere of their own active duties, they propose to 
extend the benefits of the institution to firemen who 
may receive injuries not members, and to all persons 
meeting with accidents from fires or fire apparatus. An 
institution founded on such principles, and conducted 
in accordance with the spirit of the charter; has long 
been wanting in our city, and will tend to produce uni- 
ty of purpose and action in the associations on whom 
we rely for our safety from conflagration. 

It therefore, in our opinion, has a legitimate claim on 
the public treasury, and we have annexed a resolution 
providing that the sum of one thousand dollars be paid 
over to the Treasurer of the Association, to form a part 
of its permanent fund. 

Philadelphia, May 28, 1835. 

Respectfully submitted. 
LAWRENCE LEWIS, Chairman. 
FRED. FRALEY, 
JOHN S. WARNER, 
JOHN M. BARCLAY. 
Committee on Fire Companies. 


Your committee having completed the service, offer 
the following resolution, that the committee be dis- 
charged. 
RICHARD PRICE, Chi’n. 
| WILLIAM H. KEATING, 
JAMES HUTCHINSON, 
HENRY J. WILLIAMS, 

Committee. 


Mr. M’Creedy, from the committee on cleaning the 
city, made a report in relation to petitions for repairing 
the curb and gutter in Appletree Alley, and for the 
_removal of cbstructions in the streets, caused by the 
| city carts, stating that the first should be referred to the 
| paving committee, and that the second had been obvi- 
ated by a request to the superintendant. Agreed to. 
Mr. Keating made the following report, the resolution 
/attached to which was agreed to. 
The joint select committee of the Select and Common 
| Councils to whom was referred a resolution, ‘*request- 
‘ing the Mayor to enquire into any complaints made to 
him on the subject of the hackstand at the corner of 
Sixth and Sassafras streets, and to take the necessary 
order in relation thereto,’’—Report, 
| That after enquiry made from the Mayor, the City 
Commissioners and other persons, they have ascertain- 
ed that a hackstand was established by the City Com- 
| missioners, in Sixth street between Vine and Sassafras 
streets, but that at the request of sundry citizens it was 
since removed to Franklin street, between Vine and 
Sassafras. That many hackmen disliking the latter 
, stand have in violation of the ordinance continued to 
| occupy Sixth street as a stand, and that complaints were 
/made to the Mayor of the breach of the ordinance, with 
_a view that he should exact the fine from the delin- 
quents, This he has declined doing from a conviction 
that hehad no right to enforce the fine. The Supreme 
Court having decided that Councils have no authority 
to confer jurisdiction on the Mayor and Aldermen or 
i Justices of the Peace. 
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But the Legislature have lately, by the 7th section of | his services he shall receive two hundred dollars per 


an act entitled ‘*A supplement to an act to incorporate 
the city of Pittsburgh, and for other purposes,” passed 
at the close of the last session, conferred upon Alder- 
men and Justices of the Peace of every city, incorporat- 
ed township, and borough in this Commonwealth, pow- 
er to hear and determine all actions of debt for penalty, 
for the breach of any ordinance, by law,or regulation of 
such city, township or borough, in the manner therein 
provided, This remedy does not interfere with the 
former one, to proceed against delinquents by indict- 
ment in the Mayor’s Court, and as the police have now 
the right to request the City Solicitor to institute a pro- 
secution whenever they deem it expedient, and any citi- 
zen who feels himself aggrieved by a refusal on the 
part of any hackman to comply with the ordinances of 
Councils or the regulations made by the City Commis- 
sioners in pursuance thereof, may enfore the penalty 
by summary process before any Alderman. The com- 
mittee are of opinion that no further action on this sub- 
ject is at this time required. They therefore report 
buck to Council the resolution referred to them with an 
expression of their opinion that the passage of it at this 
time is not expedient—and they offer the following re- 
solution: 
Resolved, That this committee be discharged from 

the further consideration of this subject. 7 

WM. H. KEATING, Chairman. 

JOHN WIEGAND, 

H. J. WILLIAMS. 


annum, payable quartely. 

Sect. 3. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That Philip Garrett, Isaiah Lu- 
kens, Ellis Clark, Thomas Voigt, Wm. H. C. Riggs, 
and David Weatherly, watchmakers of the city of Phila- 
delphia, be, and they are hereby appointed a ‘*Com- 
mittee on public Clocks,” and are empowered to take 
the direction of all clocks that councils shall declare 
public, snd they are hereby authorized to nominate, 
and the mayor of the city to appoint a suitable person 
to take charge of and regulate all the public clocks, 
and whose salary shall be two hundred dollars per an- 
num, payable quarterly. 

Sect. 4. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authoritv aforesaid, that the committee on markets 
is hereby authorized to make suitable accommodations 
for a public clock and bell,at the east end of the market 
house in High stréet west of Broad street; and that the 
committee on public clocks is authorised to procure 
under the direction of said Committee on Markets, the 
said clock and bell, and also a new clock, to be locat- 
ed in place of the old one, now at Second and High 
streets, 

Sect. 5. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That the clocks in the follow- 
ing locations shall be hereafter public clocks, viz:—at 
the State House; at the Market House’ Pine and Se- 
cond streets; at St. Augustine Church, whenever the 
same is vested in the city corporation; with an agree- 


Messrs. Price, Lippincott, Wiegand, Lewis, Barclay, ment that no rent shall be charged for the use of the 


Keating, and M’Creedy, presented petitions praying | 


Councils to purchase the right of the burial ground in 
Franklin Square. Referred to the committee on pub- 
lic squares. 

Mr. Price presented a petition from city watchmen, 
asking extra compensation for labor required on patent 
lamps within their beats. Referred. 

Mr. M’Creedy offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 

Resolved, that the committee on public squares be in- 
structed to report to Councils the location of the railing 
around Washington Sqaure and its distance from the 
curb stone, before erecting the same. 


AN ORDINANCE, 
Providing for Public Clocks, and a City Observatory. 


Section 1 Be it ordained and enacted by the citizens 
of Philadel pha, in Select and Common Councils assem- 
bled, That the committee on public squaresare hereby 
authorized io erect a City Observatory, in conformi- 
ty to a plan to be approved by a’ committee of the 
‘American Philosophical Society for the promotion of 
useful knowledge,”’ in conjunction with said committee, 
and to procure the clock,transit, and other instruments, 
so that the said observatory may be fully complete in 
obtaining a standard city time, and astronomical obser- 
vations Provided, That only one half the expenses 
(not to exceed $5000) attending the same shall be paid 
from the city treasury, and that the remaining moiety 
be paid by the said society, and provided also, that the 
location of the said observatory shall be submitted tobe 
approved of by the councils. 

Sect. 2. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That the ‘*American Philoso- 
phical Society for the promotion of useful knowledge,” 
is hereby authorized to nominate, and the mayor of the 
city to appoint an astronomer, whose duty it shall be 
to have charge of the city observatory; and who shall, 
at least three times a week, when practicable, make 
such observations as will enable him to determine the 





cupola, and the access thereto; at the Market house, 
High and Second street; and the one to be placed at 
the market house in High street, west of Broad street. 
Sect. 6. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That the Mayor is hereby au- 
thorised to draw on the city treasury for the expenses 
that shall be incurred under the provisions of this or- 
dinance; and that the ordinance enacted September 
19th, 1833, entitled ‘‘ An ordinance providing for the 
regulation of time keepers,” be, and the same is here- 

by repealed. 

Enacted into an Ordinance, in the Cit 
of Philadelphia, this 28th day of 
May, in the year of our Lord, one 
— eight hundred and thirty- 
ve. 
HENRY TROTH, 
President of Common Council. 
WM. M. MEREDITH, 
President of the Select Council. 
Attest—J. G. CLarxson, 
Clerk of Select Council. 


HIGH STREET RAIL ROAD. 


At a general town meeting of citizens, opposed to the 
destruction of the Market Houses, on Market street, for 
the purpose of making a rail road down the same, held 
agreeably to public notice, in Independence Square, on 
Wednesday afternoon, June 3d, at 5 o’clock, CADWA- 
LADER EVANS, Esq. was appointed President, and 
Jos, Worrell, Paul Beck, Jr. Lewis Taylor, Roberts 
Vaux, and Alexander Hamptons Vice Presidents, and 
Wm. H. Davis and John Conyers, Secretaries, 

On motion Resolved, That a committee of five be ap- 
pointed to draft resolutions, expressive of the sense of 
the meeting. 

The committee having returned, reported the follow- 
ing preamble and resolutions, which were on motion 
unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, it is believed that the present commercial 
prosperity and flourishing condition of Market street is 


Fa) 
i 
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true time, and transfer the same correctly to an astrono- | mainly, if not entirely attributable to the early erection 
mical clock, to be provided and located by the Ameri | and continued existence of the market houses thereon, 
can Philosophical Society, ina central situation, as near | presenting, as they necessarily do, the strongest induce- 
as convenient to the City Hall, so that watchmakers! ments for the daily collection of thousands of citizens 
may be enabled to regulate their time keepers; and for from all parts of our city and county, and many parts 
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of our state, drawing with them, by an impulse the most 
natural and reasonable, to the busy scene, the merchants 
and traders from every section of the union, who visit 
our city to purchase their supplies of merchandize of 
every description. And whereas, the effect naturally 
and inevitably depends upon the cause, it is believed 
that the removal of the market houses from Market 
street, independently of the immense expenditure of 
public money which it would necessarily involve, would 
be unwise, impolitic and ruinous to the great commer- 
cial interests of this most magnificent street, which has 
long excited and still continues to excite the admiration 
of every stranger who visits our city. 

Therefore, Resolved, That in the opinion of this meet- 
ing, the present location of the market houses in Mar- 
ket street, is highly judicious and proper, well cal- 
culated to promote the interests and subserve the con- 
venience of the great body of the citizens of Philadel- 
phia. 

Resolved, That the high degree of prosperity which 
the citizens of our city have experienced during the 
greater part of the last century, the immense increase 
of the value of real estate, especially in Market street, 
since the erection of the market houses there, admonish 
us in the sober language of wisdom, not to abandon, 
for light and transient causes, that which long experi- 
ence has proved to be essentially good, in the vain and 
delusive hope that we may possibly do better. 

Resolved, That nothing short of the most palpable 
evidences of the existence of evils of great magnitude, 
affecting the interests of the citizens generally, or the 
clearest demonstration of advantages of vast importance 
to the community at large, by changing the location 
of the market houses, could possibly justify a measure 
involving in its consequences the expenditure and 
loss, in all human probability, of more than a million 
of dollars, and the temporary, if not permanent des- 
truction of the business of the most valuable street in 
our city. 

Resolved, That no evidence of stich a character, or 
even bearing the stamp or colour of plausibility, has as 
yet been adduced by the projectors of the plan for re- 
moving the market houses, That the scheme, thus 
far.appears to be speculative, visionary, and unsustained 
by any data or practical experience in reference to its 
ultimate effects. 

Resolved, That inasmuch as we believe the project- 
ed alteration in relation to the market houses, to have 
originated in a misconception of the irue interests of our 
city, perhaps in the heat of speculation that now per- 
vades this community, it is our duty by all fair and 
honorable means, to endavor to prevent so great a ca- 
lamity from befalling our city. 

Resolved, That a committee of une from each ward 
be appointed by the chairman to prepare a demonstra- 
tion against removing the market houses, to cause it to 
be signed by the citizens, and presented, without de- 
Jay, to Councils, That said committee have power to 
call meetings of the citizens whenever they may deem 
it necessary to promote the object of this meeting. 

Resolved, That we fully concur in the preamble ard 
resolutions passed at a meeting of citizens held at the 
Mansion house, corner of Eleventh and Market streets, 
on the evening of the 27th ult. 

Resolved, That inasmuch as Broad street is situated 
in the centre of our city, we approve of the Rail Road 
on that street, and we cannot see any just and reasona- 
ble ground to extend the same, while that street is sus- 
ceptible of accommodating all the business of the Rail 
Road, and while there remains so much vacant ground 
for the erection of Depots, at a cost of 25 to 50 per 
eent.less than ground could be obtained in Market street. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, Rail 
Roads passing through our city, would not answer the 
purpose the advocates ¢fthe measure anticipate: as 
the Southwark and Willow street Rail Roads fully 
prove; saving, that of conveying a few passengers to and 
from the bridge, at the foot of the inclined plane. 


~~~ 








Resolved, That in the opinion of all Forwarding Mer- 
chants on Broad street, taking all circumstances into 
consideration, goods or produce can be conveyed from 
Broad street, and sent to any part of the city at less ex- 
pense, by drays or carts than by Rail Road cars. 

Resolved, ‘That in the opinion of practical men, the 
destruction of our Market Houses and making a Rail 
Road to the Delaware, would be attended with the 
enormous expenditure of two millions of dollars—the 
interest of which, for one year, would pay for all the 
drayage and carriage of goods gent to and received 
from.Columbia during the same period. 

Resolved, That by making Rail Roads through our 
city, it not only decreases the value of property be- 
tween the terminating points, but must inevitably en- 
danger the lives of citizens, and prove a serious detri- 
ment toall kinds of business, more especially the retail 
branch. 

Resolved, That we cannot see the justice of taxing 
the many for the benefit of the few. The owners of 
property in the western part of our city, many of whom 
are widows and orphans, have been paying heavy taxes 
for their unimproved proverty, while the owners of 
property in the eastern section, have been receiving 
immense incomes therefrom. 

Resolved, That the security of vested interest, and 
the improvement of the central, as well as the western 
part of the city, require that this question should be 
speedily set at rest,by a vote of Councils on the subject. 

On motion, adjourned. 

CADWALADER EVANS, President. 

Jos, WorRELL, 

Lewis TaYLor, 

Pavut Beck, Jr. 

Roperts Vaux, 

Avex. Hampron, 

Vice Presidents, 
William H. Davis, . 
John Conyers, 
Secretaries. 


THE REGISTER. 
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There has been a general turn-out of Carpenters, 
Shoemakers, &c. respecting the hours of working— 
they claiming to labor from 6 to 6. Numerous meet- 
ings and processions have taken place, on the subject. 
It appears by the following proceedings of Councils, 
that the labourers are to be employed by them during 
these hours. 

From the U. S. Gazette, May 5. 
6 TO 6. 

Last evening the City Councils passed a resolution 
fixing the hours of labor for persons employed by the 
city, from 6 to 6, allowing one hour for breakfast and 
one hour for dinner. 

The following is the resolution: 

Resolved by the Citizens of Philadelphia, in Select 
and Common Council assembled, That the hours of la- 
bor, of the Working Men employed under the Authori- 
ties of the City Corporation, shall be, from ‘*SIX ‘ro 
SLX,” during the summer season; allowing one hour for 
breakfast, and one hour for dinner. 





SALES OF REsL ESTATE.—The Masonic Hall has been 
purchased by Mr. Wm. Swaim, for $110,550. The 
front on Chesnut Street is 101 feet. 

The property known as the “Wharton House,” south 
Fifth street, extending south from Prime to Federal 
streets, and west to Arrabella street, was lately sold for 
$15,000. This was during the revolution, the place 
where the great Ball, usually designated the mischianza, 
was given to Gen. Howe. 
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